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saying that never man was so abused as he in his sinister opinion of the King, who, ho thought, was the most upright and conscientious of his kingdom. lie declared that they of the Independent party had infinite obligations to him for not consenting to the propositions sent to him at Newcastle, which would have totally ruined them, and which His Majesty's interest seemed to invite him to. And then he confirmed all with this solemn wish, that Clod would bo pleased to look upon him according to the sincerity of his heart; towards the Kin01.1 In short, the lovable qualities in Charles's character had completely won the regard of Cromwell, who, in the contemplation of his personal gentleness and worth, seemed to lose sight of the Kind's incurable political duplicity. Hut at this very instant, Charles was writing; official commands to Ormond to cease his negotiations with the Irish Catholics, and with the same pen was privately instructing him to continue them. Cromwell, unaware of this, said to Berkeley that the officers were all convinced that if the King did not resume possession of his just; rights, no mau in Knglund could enjoy in security his life and property ; and a decisive stop on their parts would soon leave no doubts on His Majesty's mind of their true sentiments.
When Berkeley hastened to the King with this surprising assurance from Cromwell, he was amazed at the cold reception which Charles gave it. Irelon, observant and suspicious, boldly said to the King, " Sir, you have an intention to be arbitrator between the Parliament and us, and we mean to bo so between you and the Parliament/'a The King, still thinking he must naturally reap the advantage by promoting' the strife, believed that neither party could succeed without his affiliation. Ireton consented to draw up very liberal propositions, in which the Episcopal Church was left intact ; the King was required to give up the command of the militia for tea years, and the nomination to the great offices of state ; seven of his councillors
1  Ludlow's Memoirs, vol. i., p. 199,
2  Ibid., p. 198.